
Recommendation  4   

To meet the Standards, the team recommends the college develop and implement a plan for 

Distance Education that includes an evaluation of Distance Education for alignment with the 

needs of the college’s intended student population, an assessment of the quality of 

instruction and compliance with US Department of Education regulations, infrastructure to 

support online teaching and learning, and a systematic assessment of student learning and 

achievement outcomes in order to ascertain how well students are learning in distance 

education courses. Such a plan should be integrated with other college planning efforts and 

linked to the resource allocation process (I.B.1, I.B.2, I.B.4, I.B.5, I.B.7, II.A.1, II.A.2, II.A.3, 

II.A.6, II.A.7, II.A.8, II.B.3.c).  

I.B.1. The institution maintains an ongoing, collegial, self-reflective dialogue about the continuous improvement of 

student learning and institutional processes.  

I.B.2. The institution sets goals to improve its effectiveness consistent with its stated purposes. The institution 

articulates its goals and states the objectives derived from them in measurable terms so that the degree to which 

they are achieved can be determined and widely discussed. The institutional members understand these goals and 

work collaboratively toward their achievement.  

I.B.4. The institution provides evidence that the planning process is broad-based, offers opportunities for input by 

appropriate constituencies, allocates necessary resources, and leads to improvement of institutional effectiveness.  

I.B.5. The institution uses documented assessment results to communicate matters of quality assurance to 

appropriate constituencies.  

I.B.7. The institution assesses its evaluation mechanisms through a systematic review of their effectiveness in 

improving instructional programs, student support services, and library and other learning support services.  

II.A.1. The institution demonstrates that all instructional programs, regardless of location or means of delivery, 

address and meet the mission of the institution and uphold its integrity.'  

II.A.2. The institution assures the quality and improvement of all instructional courses and programs offered in the 

name of the institution, including collegiate, developmental, and pre-collegiate courses and programs, continuing 

and community education, study abroad, short-term training courses and programs, programs for international 

students, and contract or other special programs, regardless of type of credit awarded, delivery mode, or location.  

II.A.3. The institution requires of all academic and vocational degree programs a component of general education 

based on a carefully considered philosophy that is clearly stated in its catalog. The institution, relying on the 

expertise of its faculty, determines the appropriateness of each course for inclusion in the general education 

curriculum by examining the stated learning outcomes for the course.  

II.A.6. The institution assures that students and prospective students receive clear and accurate information about 

educational courses and programs and transfer policies. The institution describes its degrees and certificates in 

terms of their purpose, content, course requirements, and expected student learning outcomes. In every class 

section students receive a course syllabus that specifies learning outcomes consistent with those in the institution's 

officially approved course outline.  



II.A.7. In order to assure the academic integrity of the teaching-learning process, the institution uses and makes 

public governing board-adopted policies on academic freedom and responsibility, student academic honesty, and 

specific institutional beliefs or world views. These policies make clear the institution's commitment to the free 

pursuit and dissemination of knowledge.  

II.A.8. Institutions offering curricula in foreign locations to students other than U.S. nationals operate in conformity 

with Standards and applicable Commission policies.  

II.B.3.c. The institution designs, maintains, and evaluates counseling and/or academic advising programs to support 

student development and success and prepares faculty and other personnel responsible for the advising function 


